m-2-i

DUTCH BARN RESEARCIHE
NIISCELLANY

16
YOLUME IIl, No. 2, 35-60, 1990

‘his publication is planned to provide more:
Information than can be included in the —
DEWS LETTER if the SOCIETY.ITS content !
1s hased on the research activities,
nistorical archives,field trips,
and collections of members and

others interested in DUTCH

DADNS :

The text is presented as
unedited copy.It is hoped
that this information will
lead to a better grasp of the
chronology, the builders, the
use of these uniques struct--
ures and the role they play-
ed in the early settlement
of Northeastern America.

The Larger We mp Bar

' 1745~ 1990
Miscellany will be issued at random
times dependéent on the accumulation

of useful cata.

Please send copy to Vincent Sghaefer..

———— i

—n‘\& LQV‘({QP Wemp ?QY‘Y\ quo-'r-

Car| Touhey Estate, Oriskatach .

Onesquethow Creek Rd, 'AlbamiCo.M‘
~

The MISCELLAYY is pre-
pared by-- .
Vincent J. Schae.erﬂ
=.D.#3 187 Schermerhorn R
Schenectady,N.Y.12306




) : —‘w:" LX)
O?‘lqtnml Duteh Banw ol
Oriskatach.

s iR
“Orus katach' Wewp Barn.

Ded.fc&t lon o7 \/o L. TX No 2.
of Miscellany”

j.
W
To CarlTouwhe Kenais sance Man
of The 1900,"

VideS 12/, /a0
Ed:co” D‘BiR‘M;

-

Wemp Barn bz\n1 oossemble dl ro.ig.q

Wemp Barn and Pond.



Idex Volume I Ngz pp 35-15.

- Title Pa.qe, s TL-2- i Declication sII-2-Ltl Jndex IT-2-¢¢¢
-35; Wl-2-3k; 1T-2-31. Hiétomi of Larqer Wemp Barn

-2-3% Wemp Geneo.loqu‘.

-39 Location of wz\mPBarn&Te near Fort Hunter.

-40 |ndian Peed to Jan Uamp Purchase .

4] Indian Deed §Igma_’t"ure.s.

~42 Plot of Jan Wem nd th—;'f{DESHt”TOPOQP hic Map,
~2.~43V1I-2 - 443 T]]-2-45} -2-46. The LQrcterwemP Barn -a-?br"t Hunter,
-7 Photos ot Larger NQ\MP Boen. |

-48 AdzeMoarks, An IdDate, ano\ c JQ"-V\[Q"","D»LT-C-&Hinqe

5

-

HEH

-

™

\
}

N

HEHH

—
-

- 49 Siding of WQ\MP arn

- 50 Tall arks on Grcm o.m‘ ‘)BOC\(‘d\‘Fr‘om Or‘:jma) Pfank f’oo"f,
-2 -5l ﬂe.ézzn‘tral CoreSTructure oF The Lacqer emp Bourn.
~2-52 The Jan (Jemp Barn neav FortHunter 1nThe Mohawk Valle
-2~ 83 Early staqes i The Restoration o f The Wemp Barm,Oriskatach
- 54 Orlskmfaqh :ﬂve av Zand’t Quse-11585.

~55 lnitiadl Constructionfor emPBarY) mt@rtsk&tovolz\
-56 ResTored Anchor Beams ot new site .

HHEHEHHE
I

NN

HEHAH

[ |
TN DN

~2-57 Aqe of Rnchor Beam IL of Lavger Wemp Bam.
-2-58 Pf&cinc\ of First 3arn Rafter
~549 Continuation Ofer'e.c,tmn O\a,bown r‘a:Ft‘e,rs,

- 60 Two Views of BarnRoof Construction

M-2- 6l Details of original plank root

-2~ 62 Colenial Bra Ditch Barn Moved ) Gazelte article

TL-2- 63 “A\q \8“" Ce n Tur Dudef\ Bawn&@ts NQ&Q HOVY)Q-*TTMQJ umo'h

TT~2-64 " ThisRescue @Q,Ltlebmd?ton ———="Times Union 19/,

TC-2-657I-2-6b3T-2~6T; L -2- 68 ;T-2- 6, M-2-70. Labels TexT.

IEL-*Z.—-G%» lnvitaLion Te \Jemmerhbec{icai‘t'Ob .

nr-z-1z2 pnogr’am ot The Uem 1Sdavin Dedlcojjt'q\m ’chClS, 1940

IC-2- 73 275 years old and ST(Y( STandmﬁ stro ncrAltamon'CEnTep’rzs

-2~ 14 A\‘ptxw\ont Enter prise §'torg,‘ \ \

T -2- 175 Facsimile of Cek‘tlfLca:tQ_.-"/’(‘-—n\e.‘Pt"esef‘\/aILOn Award.
Given To Car | Tou}saj ot LJQMPBQ‘M Dedicatron .

m”%“rw LOC.OI‘\Ow Q“? O‘{“\Skc&:‘t&f/{/\. k

HH

o

HHE




IT-2-35
Tl/la Hi sto cy of The Larqer mePBarh .~ L

ThQ, 'Pr‘oievﬁfor O'F -t‘lne b\femp Fa,m.clt,‘ in Zasfex‘n
New York b@gi\ns withThe arrivel of 'Janw Rarent se
emp in Beaverwyok (Rlbany) abeul 1643-5 He
acqulvred. pro ?ev’tﬂ norlh ofj Albany on The cast side
of The Hudson Fiver U The moulh 6F a suwbostantial
sTream which was subsequently called the

“ Poe.s'tenkiﬂ - At' The Time LJaV) \/JimP l’loud oan odt?:us ——
Poest.' I have recenlly beewn Told Thal Theve 1's a
ngsibilif" Thot" ToesT j‘e'f:erre.cl.‘to The NeThev(awd Town
oF Peeste" which Moy be The place where yon v p
e.m(jr‘ai?eol, *\er'om. I'{" was Ué ronoun cecf\Pe,st.' /(n
2y evenls Jan wemp Mmarvie Mar\tJe Mu&ndeft‘se.

} ey had b children the oldesT born in loH4q Locous
nhamed Muin&erf~ He marvied Diewer Wendel. —716\.1
lhad Two children, The older,Johannes,was captured.

'n 1690 during The quz,ne.ofo-d-c] Massacve and Taken
as a caplive ToO Canada. DLLV"H;)% The mossacve his
Faxhar,mqwdart was killed.. Jaw Uzmp‘was borwnmm l610.

Appa_r'entltj x)@(na\nnes }u\re.mp V'e,t‘u,wnecl‘fzr'om

Canada S Ome ‘tﬂme after \bql and 1n 170} mavrried,
- Cabaline Schermechorn. 77\9,(1 had 4 children before
She died. abouwt |708.
In1mo9 Johannes (\J&Yz)marrfeda, ain This tTiwme To
Av‘faqh't“)e 5@1‘t5. 771&(1 had g childven between 1T10and [126.
jvnn 1L Jan we\rnp,bem o MasTer Builde\f‘,was
contracted to butld Fort Hunter at The vwouwl h of
the Schohavie River, wesT of AmsTerd.am. From x
Then on he was refecred To as " of The Mohoclks C@un‘tm!
Tt (s likely he settled onThe 540 acres of lanc e
SLLbSe.auejt'(b] bouaght From The Mohawk—lf‘oqwols
Indians 1n 1736, I?: (s alse quite possible he built

The Lar‘c;e.r [Ajém P Ba,r'n Slf)or’t(ﬁ: of‘ber hi’s ‘F‘EY‘ST
Se-t’&[fnc? ot The Vef)lb n, aboul )15,

\
@

Jom LJQMPS e\dest Son ML{V}C(Q(‘T, bor‘nin 1To|
marvied Sarah Mills about (730,
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The R fsfgro\ of The Lqr‘qew Wem P Barn (Contin weck )2

_ﬂqeq hod 3 ch;lo{ren) e q ivlond 2 bous. The young-
est, ndries, Was born yn 1135, |n Hég he mariied

Helena Brott. “They had four children. He was

The ‘gr‘ano\SOh ~9‘§\}031 \/\/Qmp The barmn builder and.
ot thz sTarl of The Fevolubion was apparentl

‘-X “Jl'hﬁ
oin The orl:?mcd h/zmp GranT near Fort Huwlert
Rt That

ime a votation Trom Pest. Yonathan Rarmn
of Umon COHecje and auThor of First Settlers of

Schenecbady refers To him asFollows ~--“Andries
LJQ,MP O'S: Mod:)%

Bomev‘% COl,vatLi bexnct an a_dhgr‘e,v{(f 0'5
the King imThe Revolution ary War Ris properTy wWas
confiscated. —--, It s [ikely ThaT This contiscdtion
occuvrved after The SirdJohn JShwsons’ BY’\TISI/\)TOY‘L(
and Indian Raids of M and Oclober of 17890 Lohewn
These 1000 vraiders .Swofpl’ne_ Schohaurie andl midddle
Mohcxwk \/a(le s buwm

%) hOmes) bavruns anck killiwn
—U'SC rebels men, LOOMmen CLV)O{. Q\’)\lo(‘(‘-e,h) / ) was te

To the " Byrzad bas ket of The Rex/o[uJCLb\n‘.i t ol

Tiim Andw.fes\jﬁemp and his family Fled to Coviada.
/ZX\CTQW The Wear |t 1s said Thear z\ndries cd”‘bemf:‘tec{
TO recover kis pr’opertc,]. _Dn‘s \”e_ﬂu

esT woas deniedl.

Meanwhile Theve is Some evidence That The [and

and baildings inclu,obhc\ The Larger WQmPBarn ,.

whidh had Been spavced from bir‘hin i (T80 Since
The 0Wner Was o [or §L

L(, oas oucctufr»e bb\ Jillis Fonda
o Gap'tain in The Keveldtion. .

When The barn was dismawntled. [n 1990 evidence.
indicated Thal T hacl beewn moved tTrom iTs oriqi
site . |his site quite possibly was ov The Mohauw
River Flats several hun drei %ards norlh ofils
[ater (ocation. This cowld hav

e ha peneo@. Coavold
‘qu A nnuol Spr’x‘nﬁ Freshel when

e dchoharie jce
breakup would produce ice lams and Severe
flood{mc! fn That reqion . 7?%@ date 1794 Loas Found
on The under surfoce of a Sway brace above an anchocbeam .
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The H?sforcf of the Larger \rJQmpBarm (ConTinued)-3,

At The same tlme Te carefully cavuved T lals
J.F. were Found below the anchor beam maviked IC
onThe massive post‘ beartcf)c'j That beamm and The
Pt liv plafe above. | |

This possible relationship of The Fo nchas to The Wem
av'n 'Poses Somme ‘?u_sc{m &,tfvsg questfons whieh SBOUJJ)

be Pursueci-

The. FOndlo.'Famtlul have a. record Jery mawch like Thet of
'f:he \;\/thps. The son'of The ort ol FOhaLa,, Jillis Douwese
Fonda who settled in Beaveroyck n 1654, owned land
on The east side of The Hudson &\\/e\f albove ;}[loaww‘ (1676,
His name wos Douw Jillis. He and his w:ife Rebecea
had fouv children . Their second son born in e84 Was
named Jillis. Hemarried Rachel Winne m 1635 and
moved To quevxzc:ta.{?L 'n 1700. Weu‘ had eight childvren
4 boys and 4 qfrfs. e eldest, Doaw maried, Mavitye
\/r00man, dawjht r of Rdam \Srooman Pfo“ne_ew settlev
&5 The Sciohaviz Valle hearM\'c\dleburﬁ}\g Rfter marriage
They settled mm C hhcu«d&50~ (Fono(a) in 1751 Where
They built @ lavae limesTowne houwse. Doww was slaim b
“Sve JohnJdohnsons T\"oops d.uriwc\i_hc M INgD ratd.

His brother waaham,mawrfe_& arl:ﬂ?eb{e M 17460
: _DLQU\ had 3 children, Mavriadiec in 1753, He Then married
- Swsanna Glen in 1755 . They had. ¢ childven. Theii
ldesT son, born in 1159 married Hedeicus Veeder
w 1T%3. His mame was Jillis Fonda. They had seven
children. bur‘xné'[he Revolulf16m he becbme o
Caplain and was I believe The ownerof The LWemp
propecly afler iU had been confiscated.

At "H\Q_Fresevﬂ? ek To descendantTs of The

EOnda.'famll are well Kvowmn T%eui-cur‘e Her\vgi
Fownda and his dwjhi‘zr Jane,
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@eneofoqy| of The Lemp Fum: ly of For Hunter area
/o 30— 1775

h|  an Barentse Wemab.G | é30 miMaritie My pderise
ch. [andirt Tieads d
e

ol

Griel) 165/ —
Rnna /655 ( |
Barent | 1656 |
Johannes

Aellye

2 M nderf Wemop b. /649 /(m ?;eu*er whmde/./{’://ea/ 1690 Mass.

ch. (Nohannes-~ taken to Qanada 1650 | 6.Gl /670
fSuSanna ;,
3] r\._/ﬁhang\e;gmkmwp be|Co J670| & |1744
Ch’ﬂ#gﬁ@ﬂﬁz. m.|Catalinaldchepmerhpnn|ifher
Reger 1/703] m.|Aridantid Swits 1404

Jehannes 17705 (Aad /2lchildren)
:‘)r/aangalqo’i In 17 MWALD( 7o MOnfgomel'zj COLLn'tL/
Debora | 1710 FPateht oF 450akres eblained| 737, .
[sapc (& 1712 i llell wes'f"e_r/gjc:/whame Flat's 7 /a’aacnfloéria
Johannes|Co iy LJilldd eagz"er/7.5’c/zohar/e Flals 7 fohands

4 lendel*f //«/emp 1701 | m|Sardh MYIS.
ch Maria |/73/

n dert (3173
¥

5. Apdl‘/ej' A/enp 6 1735 m./é/e/ena Ef‘aj? 765
ch, Myndef‘f' 66| 1t '
Andries | 1968 [Andries Wewp of ﬁonfjom:r7 County,
Fieter | 129/ bpngan adherenT of|the /fm7 in Thg
Pieter 11173 RevolutiondryWar 4 property woss
confistated.]” After thé 1A v an effort
Wos made T| reqain [y pfopeﬁfy.
A/GZLG:If. /5 c]wfe Posslb/e_ That | Joharmes z&émp 1670749 b el
The. /artyef lAfemp Btlrlq aboud 1711 when he i ove ~

| Sgheneladyh The flolts at|The moulh of The Sthohd
Infy ﬂ*ompear.s‘oné ﬁdff&ﬁﬁwgf‘fahwec&,ah" Ulncedt . o Jehaek
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’ © Excerpts from /nal:an eao( of 1736. _
ﬂeqm: 6 a certamn roc/¢ called b The IVa.tNe
) ladians ELAGROQAN ‘on Lhe branoh af el
"“"‘5&/5{ river (Mohoc.k) runs fr'om Z"hencc.a m?‘m’
%V‘l\/er N. 17°W. = 13chains .
Thence N. 73 W.* Jlchains
) thence §.82°W.-17 chains ¢

 Thence 5. 56 W.-25 chains

.Thence S.40° E.- 100 chaihs
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‘“Tthewnce N, 2330’ W-3¥ chalns
thence S. 25°W. -~ 40 chains
thence N. 23°30 W58 chains
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The Larqer We m P Bavn of Fort Hunter, - 1.

More tThan 'gl'Ftu‘ years aqo I firsT visited The Lavrger
. wemPBar‘n and Took some Phato rap hs oFil . L was

much Impressed. wilh s be awly ancd The perfection
of its consTruction. At Thalt Time (F Vas an m‘tesra.[

art of @ workwg Farme

Over the follosin Years [ Visited_The barn from
time ToTime . When he Favw Was no Io~nqer o

roductive operalisn I became apprehensive, since
many of The barns I had been studub xhc{ Weve ‘
d.tSo.ppearin dueTo fire or nealect.

Aboul Thize years ago L became gute concevned
aboutT 1Ts welfare since sevevral holes had a(e\/e,lopedi
in {Cs slate roof. Earlu‘ in 1982 another Visit Lisclosed
that The barn Was developing serious deTerioration. The
holes vn The voof had become’ larger and Walter Was Falliv
into iTs interovy One of The lar‘?e, Waaq O n doors had been
ripped off by The wind orin some olher waﬂ avch (T was
obvious That T was bemc\ naﬁfect@o(.» '

Oince the properly wheve The Wemp Barns. (there is
also a smealler Dutch Barn) are localed is ©n land. which
constitules a considevrable inholding of The New York
State Schoharie Crossing Historic é‘i’te administeved
by The N.V.S. Department of Favics and Kecreation I
sowjh‘c a me,eftxh With ke person nel of Thei Histovic
Preservelion Division . Q:} Mavrch 25,1189 two oTher
Tv’ wstees of The Dubch Barn Preserveation Se c,(e,"tu) avd.
L spenT The morming altending a m,QQ,tIm(i it Th e
a:t'tPhe Fort Hunter Visitors Cen‘gev/‘,

‘After an active discussion lastin Seveval hours
it became q‘uute, clear Thal al'ﬂnowjlf\ﬁne States Personnel
were dej;m'xi‘e,\% inTerested 1n acquiving The lands and

bui\dx’ngs They had [iTtle orno mterest v doin
oo By Thimg T P.preserve I%a}‘.ar‘ qer Wemn p PBarn gﬂ«\»s

w-a; o \/e,a

dis hearlen ing meelings 1t was obviows
we LO‘\ObL\d ave Topursue a differenl divection To
save Lthe Barn. :
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The LQr’qer \/\/emPBan QConTZnued>-~Z.

" Two weeks later wilh Mr ClarkeBlair of Fornda
anolher Irustee of-The 6001613\,‘ T had lunch with Wim
andThe curvent owner of The LJQMP Boarn DavidHew! 1L,

£ spentan houror movre discussin The fut ure

welfare of The Barn. At That Tiwe iT belame appa,re,n‘t
Thet the Barn wouwld be sold. The ewner turned down
avr offer by anoThe member of our Soc&e"l?ol Tofix The holes
‘a T he roof Free of‘o%arqeo

T tThen attempted B Find out it The owner Wouwld sell
The Barn and several acres of land To a direct descend-
ant of Jan wo,vvxp T he o(’ig'malsejtlew and balder who
LIS xw'tewest&cl ln butldin a,)nou.se an ek Stuwh’o awnde
Pr‘a%ex‘\/\n3 The bcu‘v». ﬁzs offer Was Turned. cdowine

)h The sGmmer ot 19 89 que_. Bcw*n owner Inserted. an

ad 'n The MM YOV‘k_nmes o‘ff\’er‘{ni to sell The Bcuf'm ‘flm-
\g50>ooo Drfo"ane hiﬁ’nest bldde\” PV‘IOV‘ 't’o Oct’l- %fS
d@&-d“\ﬂe wos axtended '?orctu)o bJQekS.,

FEoavlier tn The year I was o Pr'oao(ne,ci by Mr.-Tom
Lawnwni, care Taker of The CQWngwhe Estate ' locate ol
along The Onis\s{uet\qaw Creek betweehn FauraBush awndl
Clar‘fzs\/iue, Ffor advice toward 0btaining a Puldr Barn
Tjov-e,E_lace one Lhel l/\a,d disappearﬁot iome ears
aqo. L kview of several which were wqpidl%
doteriorolineg Lul was reluctant To recommenc Them-
due o Their Fgor condiTion. (n view of The Wam pBarn
siTualion /'n The summer of 1999 ] su cles“ﬁ'e,dtcs [0
T\_/\OI This bcw‘h mfjhf be fde,wl ‘FOY’ aC Y‘eplcxcem Q,m't.

/n October\ qu,re. .Su\’“fa,cact a.Cuw O —U’lar T-Z/'t-ev'e. wWoeus
A»pﬁSS'sblllt thal some. One n Montana was (mCerested.
in qett\'ngfhe barn tohich Then tsowld be diswmant led
v d. sb‘zppeck To Californmic | (v view oFthe foct ThaX The

Q,VY\P Ba.\(‘h Wo-S one Of We"@('nesT@m&me Onh\ Prfe, -
Revolulionar barn V‘e_ma'm(mcbviw The Mo[nawk\/a,”eb\
w@s’t of AMS%@\"&QM I decidedTo nake aninlensive
a:F‘FOr't To kzap Th eBarh =0 Ly Vea | D
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—ﬂqe Lcwqer \/\[QVY),"D B@Y‘h (Conﬂtfn ueoU - 3

Although I knew Caw(Tou,hecj hod aftewmpled to
reach adedl dacr tng The summer ith The Barns ownel
T had - The im pression Thal he had given wup Theefforl.
L wrote To him aja'm ’te!hxfg him That (T would be o

veads Trcuﬁaciﬂ “+onr Post‘e,v-x and owur (Pcw*"t‘ of The
wheh Couvtru’if we lost This veryu 1mm po rTant [Tk
To The earl ioneer o(ouis of our C»Oumtmﬂs(cfe_‘

A few dads before Chrlistmas Me. Touwhey aallec and
nformed wie That he hael ju.s'f Pur‘of/\aszd The Barn!
T told himm ThoelT This hews Was The best Chvisturcs
q:r’ese,mt I cowld \f‘ece.'z\/eu

5%

A'FQ\Q Wweeks O.'F“te(‘ Ga_r‘——lgu/(q.e, u.—r‘Ol’\a.Se,Clt‘;\Q Loy er
(Jempﬁarn, afriend Mr‘s.\{tolé{&ﬁ\bhe storian o}‘
Mon‘b omer Coomt' s Senl e a co oT an )v»oh'cuq

Dee_d\ describin he aWCeLO'? and bow hT from
Them bbx Jan LJ&MP I'n [136, [T f‘e.Sume,oJoqbl weas land
Where he had setlied m (71 when he le$tSchenelo

to conslruct Fort Hunter of The moulth of The Schohatic
River. This deed described a Pawcel of land. of 540
acres for which he paid The equivalent of j100 doflars.
Tt wassigned bci eight Mohawlk [ndians Ls tng Thelr
Christianized names Tollowed by a sketc, depictinm
Their Clan Sbsm’bol le wa'tle> \JOH: anck Bear with T’u)cj
un identifioble marks. [vm 1137 This land sale was.
approved by The auwlthorities in Albany which Then
Qxewcusec‘lJ risdiction over This realoi. Ths deed_
WaLs o cop% of The original made in 1% b Kwfws
Grider ab\iﬁhlcj balewted artist of The Mohaldk on.bleﬂ.

Theftndine of This, ynique deed, cast a new view
o The wemp arn. Lfelt'more Thav ever that the
BCLWV} shodd remain o._,}‘:_;ltg Preseht [OC&I(OW . I
menTioned Thes To My Towhey and Loas assure d b
him Thot he would coocperale in any e POSS'tE(Z
tf T couddd ¢eli The Statle To acctu'cr(é The Wemp - -
P(‘OPQX‘TLj- ‘ '
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The Lavger Wemp Barn (Continued)--4.

LITth wmuy determination To make attnal attemptl
-~ To Se't We%t@e To acquire The \JJQMPBQ(‘H a
‘associated PPOPQ‘"T"‘ e S Part of the Schohavie
Crossing Ristoric Site ' L Soug ht (’le,l!o from Friendstn
The NewYork State bepqr‘tmen—t of Evnviron manTtol
Con sevveltion. Atthe same Time L qppr-oo.dned our
loccd Assembl m vl /’\OPT\OC’ Thca: sowmwme %e.l’o coul d te
fuvnished bo\ ﬂ\a STete. Lesi.s\al'u.re . Dot of these
C’.Ffow’t'& Pr‘o\/e'fi fr‘u'd: less and _[ rest ned. m se(‘f;'f.‘b
[x\cu/?ng the Barn moved. and Qv‘&cl?gd in Aﬂ(’oa,vu(
COLLV\.UL,\. )

Duw’mos This ?erioci [ extracted..the deed data
£ row The' Indian Deed, To determine The location
of The [andl and The s hape of "t‘he, PPOPEV‘TL‘-I 'FOoLnO\
The deed informalion andThe SUrVeqors meas wrements
so welldone Thet There Les no problem wholever +o
delineate The boundavies and to effect a closuve
of the P[ot‘ wiThoulb an di’?xa(cwlt‘rj. Thewn sivg «
POr'EIOn' of The modern' .5 .Geoloqical Surveys s
 muinule map of The region I‘F‘Ounc}'\t ossibleto %t
1t onto The arec where tThe Barn had been located.
The Flotte& [and Lollowed Tie. curve of The river
whde‘t%e soulhern mos’t' reaoh D‘f‘ The land bOunoLa,n.l
reached. wilhin afew hundred. Lsard,s of ?resen“t”
"\Iﬁh wcuj deS'lS noated N.Y.STake'sS. ‘

An fntrf«iu‘»nopfzai?ure ossi'olui relcbed to The
(hdian Deed has surfaced. \0,000 acre qranl of
land including The arec where The LWem PBarvx has
heen recreded is said To have been Sifjheo{

b%_ Glgh't hadians th 175010 1 am now anxiowslo
determine Whether These ave The Same ones:
who signed The Wem p ranl ivi |T36. Such (s
The fun of our rese,o;\rq/\ ao't\mt'%.
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The Larqer Wemp Barn near Fort Hunters Non“ﬁ‘fomezj L.
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‘ PHOTO BY J.;‘»
These are two boards which were
o Part of The Wemp Barn Granary.
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Thedan Wemp Barn
neav Fort Hunter
Winter of 1883
RBuilt E%Jan béem? Ca. 1718,
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Anchor Beams of Ldewq: Barn
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Touhey to Preserve Structure—

"m-g_(oé’

Colonial-Era Dutch Barn Moved

By TIM RUMBERGER
Gazette Reporter

FEURA BUSH — A Colonial-era
Dutch barn reputed to be a piece of
Mohawk Valley history has been
moved from its original Montgomery
County home and is being rebuilt out-
side of Albany by its new owner.

Albany businessman Carl E. Tou-
hey, who plans to preserve the barn
as a tribute to the unique structures
of the area’s past, has had the Wemp
barn dismantled and removed from
its original location on Queen Anne
Road outside of Fort Hunter. He is
now in the midst of having it recon-
structed adjacent to his home, an
18th-century Dutch homestead in this
Albany County community.

Touhey said the project came
about by coincidence, starting when
Vincent Schaefer of Schenectady, a
founding member of the Dutch Barn
Preservation Society, informed him
that someone intended to buy the his-
toric barn and move it to Califor-
nia.

Rather than see upstate New York
lose the barn, which some barn pres-
ervationists say dates back to the
early 1700s and survived the burning
of the Mohawk Valley by the British
during the Revolutionary War, Tou-
hey undertook the task of rescuing
it for its native region.

“People came to me and said ‘You
shouldn’t let this happen,”” Touhey
said. ‘It was all coincidence — a
happy coincidence, I might add.”

Touhey said it is a perfect comple-
ment to the fortified homestead,
which dates to 1755 and once housed
troops during the French and Indian
War. As expected, it even had its own
barn of the same style, which in years
past had fallen into disrepair and had
to be razed.

“We did have a Dutch barn here, so

.. .. . it’sfitting Lhat we should put another
© . ..oneup here,” hesaid. - -~ :
Apart from a few replacement

pieces substituted for some of the old
members that have rotted away,

Touhey explained the barn is being
put back up exactly as it was origi-
nally. Touhey would not disclose the
cost of the project, saying only that it
ran *“in the six figures.”

He added that the barn will eventu-
ally be deeded to a foundation to en-
sure that it will remain unchanged
and kept open as a monument to the
now-endangered Dutch barn. He said
he will not actively promote it, but it
will be open to interested members of
the public.

“This is an assurance that it will
remain here for future generations,”
he said.

Contractor Richard Babcock, who
was born in Schenectady and has
spent his lifetime moving and re-
constructing old barns, said yester-
day that Dutch barns are practically
almost unique to the Mohawk, Hud-
son and Schoharie Valleys. They are
also made unlike any other barn, with
their imposing ‘‘anchor beams” —
horizontal timbers that span the
barn’s central floor, and other idio-

syncrasies developed over hundreds—;

the Wemp barn’s origins, however.
For instance, carved on an upright
post near the front door are the ini-
tials “J.F.,” which Babcock said were
carved there by the barn’s builder.

Others, such as Schaefer and fellow
Preservation Society member Clarke
Blair, who witnessed its dismantling
this spring, say they belong to Jelles
Fonda, an area Revolutionary War
hero who reputedly bought and
moved the barn after the war. Others
say it wasn’t built until 1794, after the
war was over.

Because practically no documen-
tation exists on the subject of barns,
Babcock said it is nearly impossible
to prove the age or history of the
Wemp barn, but it didn’t diminish
anyone’s enthusiasm for it.

Babcock, who also operates a barn
museum in Hancock, Mass., and has
written a book on his work, said the
reconstruction project is also notabie
in terms of both local and national
history.

He praised Touhey for his initiative

of years by Dutch barn builders on.

both sides of the Atlantic.

Those factors make any Dutch
barn a significant historic and archi-
tectural find, Babcock said. But the
Wemp barn is a particular treasure,
he said, venturing that it may be unri-
valed by any other Dutch barn still
standing in terms of its history and
construction.

“This has got to be one of the great
Dutch barns,” said Babcock, whose
son, Clayton. is overseeing the recon-
struction project. “The guy who built
this was a craftsman of the highest
order.”

Not only does the barn contain or-
namental carpentry work usually re-
served for homes in Colonial times,
there aren’t many barns around that

PR

survived the British raiding parties

“breadbasket of the Revolution,” he
said.
There is some hxstonc debate over

-that ravaged the Mohawk Valley, the .

in preserving the barn, adding that
mast Dutch barns that get moved are
rebuilt as homes for people who like
the their rustic feel. Those that don't
get moved often decay and fall down,
he said.

“This is roots America right here,”
he said. “When you've got a barn
from the area staying in the area they
came from, that’s really important.
This should be appreciated. It's a
great thing for the area, a great thing
for all Americans.”
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‘An 18th-century Dutch barn
gets new home in Fuera Bush

FEURA BUSH — Blame it on that rascal Vincent
Schaefer.

The grand old man of science is accustomed to having
things go his way. ’

. It's not that he's pushy. But at 83. the soft-spoken gent
is a winning combination of gentle persistence and good
intentions.

When Schaefer’s persuasive arts failed to move two
state agencies to save a valuable 18th-century Dutch
barn, he turned his sights on Carl Touhey, the prominent
area businessman and civic leader.

Touhey is the man who. at age 55, gave the late
Erastus Corning 2nd a run for his money in the 1973
mayoral race. '

An energetic man who once described himself as a
“determined and aggressive Irishman,” Touhey is no
pushover, but he was no match for Schaefer.

Bemused. Touhey shakes his head and says it has cost
him “six figures. I won't tell you any more.” to move the
Wemp barn from the Mohawk Valley to his home on
Onesquethaw Creek Road here.

Schaefer shows no remorse. “He can afford it.” he savs
serenely.

The 275-year-old structure had been on the market.
and Schaefer had heard it was in danger of being bought
and moved to the West Coast.

The rebuilding project began in March. when the barn
was taken apart at its original location near Fort Hunter
in Montgomery County.

The lumber is stacked in the field next to Touhev's
336-vear-old Dutch house. and the barn's beams and
rafters are in place.

Touhey admits to early doubts. “When we saw it the
first time, you couldn’t see how great it was." he savs.

Schaefer himself never hesitated: “When I saw his
house. I said, ‘That’s where it ought to be.”

- And Touhey has come around. He is full of plans to
preserve the barn as a private shrine to the building
genius of the region’s Dutch settlers.

“This is the most exciting part. I'm delighted.” he says.
climbing onto the sturdy plank flooring.

Schaefer’s interest in Dutch barns dates from the time
he singlehandedly dismantled one in his own back yard
on Schermerhorn Road in Rotterdam.

*“1 had this as a dream ever since I had to take down
that barn of mine 60 vears ago.” he says.

Schaefer has been an active member of the Dutch
Barn Preservation Society, providing his detailed
research notes for the regional group.

The barn society was formed to rescue the rare Dutch
barns built from the 1600s until about 1840 in the Hudson,
Mohawk and Schoharie valleys. Many have been lost to
fire, age, neglect and development.

The group’s formation a few years ago fits into a
national trend in barn preservation as farmland yields to
the pressures of suburban growth.

In addition to his wide-ranging interests in history,
geology and art. Schaefer is credited with getting the
science of experimental meteorology airborne with his
landmark work in cloud seeding, as well as with
launahing the Atmospheric Sciences Research Center at
the State University at Albany.

. The Wemp barn is considered by the experts to be a
fine exampie of an early Dutch barn.

During the Revolution. the wheat-filled barns were
tactical targets for DBritish raiding parties in the
Mohawk Valley, according to Charles Gehring, director '
of the State Library’s New Netherland Project, a
translation of early Dutch records.

In the Canajoharie raid of 1780, 41 barns were burned.
Later that year, another British raiding party passed
close by the Wemp barn, destroying everything in sight .
but sparing it, probably because its owner and builder.
Johannes Wemp, was a Tory.

Wemp. a master builder, put the barn up around 1715.

"It has the finest finishing of any barn.” Schaefer savs.
“The hewing marks were removed from the bottom of
the big beams. He was a real craftsman.”

Unlike other early buildings. Dutch barns could be
erected by a handful of people.

The builder cut, sized and numbered the planks.
beams and rafters. They were then stacked until all the
parts were ready for assemblv.

“It was one measure of a master builder that
everything had to fit. and it had to be done by three or
four people.” says Schaefer.

The barn also boasts an impressive pedigree — a deed
dated 1736 in which eight Mohawk Indians signed over
the 540 acres on which the barn bad already been built.
to Wemp for $1,100. .

That was a high price for the time. Schaefer thinks
because it was rich, productive river-bottom land.

The eight sellers signed their English first names and
turtle, bear and wolf symbols for their clans.

The reconstruction project is being handled by
Clayton Babcock of Hancock, Mass., the 24-year-old son
of Richard Babcock, the man who has dedicated the last
35 years of his life to collecting, preserving. restoring
and giving new homes to old barns.

The work of dismantling and reassembling the barn is
done by hand. using the original builder's marking
system and sheer muscle power.

For both Babcocks, Touhey’s barn is the realization of
a dream.

“It’s been Clayton's dream to do a Dutch barn, and my
dream to do a Dutch barn in the Albany area,” says
Richard Babcock, a burly, muscular man whose eyes
burn with delight at this prize.

“These Dutch barns are really the superior barns.” he
adds. “I think Carl has the pride of the original buiider.
Now everyone can appreciate it.”
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FEURA BUSH — The rescue ot 2
valuabie eariv 18th century Duteh
harn will he cetebratea with 2
Jedication, barn gance and colonal
meat on Saturaay. Uct. 13,

The Wemp barn was dismantied in
Marcn at its original iocation near
the Mohawk River at Scnoharie
Crossing and reassempied over the
summer months at Carl Touhevs
336-vear-oid Duteh hnuse on Unes-
guethaw Creek Road here.

To ceiebrate the barns new lease
an life, Tounev has invited the Duten
Barn Preservauon Soctetv, an Al
bany-basea non-protit organization,
1 hold 1ts annual meetng there at
noon on that Saturday.

The barn dance and a meal
featuring foods of the time will
tollow trom 1 10 & p.m. The private
event Is by invitation oniy.

Touhey adopted the six-figure
barn project atier he was told about
the barn by Vincent Schaefer. a
soClely member wno was concerned
hv reports the structure wowid be
s0id and retocated in the West.

Touhev 1S making plans to estab-
ish the barn and 1ts five-acre setting
as a museum dedicated to the gentus
of the Dutch master butiders. who
erected the barns throughout the
Mohawk. Hudson and Schoharie val-
tevs trom tnhe 1600s until the 1840s.

Todav. the barns are an endan-
gered species. Manv were destroved
nv British raiding parues auring the
Revolution: 1n later vears. fires. age,
neglect and contractors took their
toll.

The Dutch Barn Preservation So-
~rety was toundged four vears ago to
protect those remaining through
research and egucation efforts de-
signed to sitmuiate 1hterest in saving
them.

To Shirlev Dunn. former society
presigent. the Dutch barn 1s the
perfect emblem of the social hustory
ot the region.

“Todav. the empnasis 1S on how
peopie lived.” she expiained. “In
terms ot that. the men soent as much
ume in the barn as thev aid In tne
house.

The soctety 1s limited by lack of
funds for educationai efforts such as
an award-winning newsietter. now
~nid at Albanv institute of History
4nd Artand the State Museum snoo.

The group sponsors narn tours
ihroughout the region. recentiv com-
plouna a iwo-dav I o New
Jersev where thev saw Duten barns
sull i agricultural use,

Soctety  members wiil measure

3 Sat A
Times Union photos by Demws J, Michaiski

NEW LIFE — This 18th century Dutch barn, above, was

i

dismantied, moved from the Mohawk Vatey and rebuilt at Carl
Touhey's Feura Bush estate. Vincent Schaeter. a member of
the Dutch Barn Preservation Society who nas studied the barn,
made notes about the initials to therr left.

and study the Bronck Barn at the
Greene County Historical Society
compiex for a report to be published
next spring.

The group also is working with
volunteers from the Timber Fra-
mers Guild of North America on 2
project to repair the privately owned
“empie Barn on Wemple Road in
Rotterdam. believed to be an eariy
18th century barn.

“We are trying to combine an
educational demonstration in how 1o
repalr a barn, with the actual barn
repair. ' Dunn said.

The societv's current president.
ttaroid Zoch of Schoharie. 1s chairing
1 project for the Schoharte County
Historicai  Society n wmcn  the
~chaetfer-Ingold barn. a pre-Revoiu-
tonary structure. was dismantied
a0d now 15 being rebwilt as part of

the historical soctety's Old Stone
Fort comptex in Schoharie.

Visitors to the museum during
next weekend's Burning of the Val-
levs miiitary re-enactment of the
British raids of 210 vears ago will be
able to see the open framework of
the barn. wnich is the most distine-
tuve aspect of thewr design and
construction

The society aiso has received a
34000 grant from the New York
State Councitl on the Arts for a
traveling exnibi.

Dunn views relocation of barns
instead of on-site restoration as a
last resort.

However. <ne said. "It seems to be
more move-and-rebuild than save on
site.

Because of that. the soctety has
heen expioring mistoric easements,

lhe Covved iniTials
Jpesovveainttals

ode

!' - b e
f"’l\‘e_vc,k'.s o snromxpcsstm(.\ 4

FN o~ M
‘Jt‘/\cﬁt'{b\esa mitials are ¢f Capls ©
‘UHZ

leilis Fenda who servedin
.

>
§
n

{U«M,n,;xaa‘x._)sx,s iend andbuid
Scentiscated duving e loav
. P “of i
cause he was an aanerenlef &
Tie tand B
e
. L. oW
acauireck Oy -4
1 i

. Lk e
Thas sorunds

13 680 2k

ina

e e - .
e Rivia End s a o,

\
Lﬂd DUli&inab weve

i,

CaplainFonda.

. y ~od o oaancdald
e A€ Tamet T ied T aanadds

- o Tpeiein s o
s Tae Reveawaen or PIRTEN

Ly VL ‘:r'ip\mu. .

was e e

which would grant property owners Dunn s
tax advantages to encourage them to
keep historic barns on their proper-
ties and repair them.

While she recognizes that the
group has accomplished a great deal

i its first four vears.
“There are some things wed like
do but we can't. We just wisnu
were rich and we could give all the
people money to fix thewr b
roofs.”




L ABELS INSTALLED /N THE WEMP DARN AT UrisKalach

Plan K'Rug Baavd

-

siun.‘rhfnd o this barn. H7s aclassre erample %
a beard grom s“klu’k"“gﬂ,‘ﬁm fn.r(«ui 7?{)”—
rooX covering vsed by the b!onct"‘,Daf‘fzs‘l

'::{ﬂ’/crs when They came §i Fimeriea in The
!‘l",s lboos, -?vn.c‘ﬂc".m”x all the reefs "_"S theiv
‘barns and hevses ,gnm The -«”cnclg'ﬂemuﬁ;
A7l The eavly 17005 weve asveved This way-
: Fre ucnrh %%:{ s_)ww avidense 'Tﬂg’:i Jateyr )'f‘L
a s?u'n {¢ covering ’ '
zﬁ. opivse an(e, 05 the avcvi;pp?’ c),',,mgfvﬁ !
’on c.'dfcr giée of Tha ’:hnk Prcv’uv\ F Pt.ongnm
'ru'rm;r:j onder Xhe beard coveving. ‘
'ﬁﬂ'l );h.n‘ﬁ s;’ggesfsl ”/W Q'S’r{l- ondy co«cnn'i
used A»ng . 8«57' pevied o € pbayn nss
‘Sinen Ahave 15 no evidencs 1 The svm e
inail heles '\/ha.({f/u s ]J‘V coveved TR

i s)ﬁnj\u‘

Ch rono/ogui - Greater kemp Dutch Barn.
/670 - vanWemp born. d.1149, Captive ¢oCanada 690.
/T/I-Janhemp contracted to build Fort Hunter.
171 - Jan hiemp leaves Oche necfa.d\{’fo Mohawks COunZ‘nf..
@.1715-Jan kemp, Master Builder constructs Ats Barn.
/70/-ML/na’eri Wemp born to dan =Catalina Schermerhorn.
1735-Andries Wemp born 'fDMynderT l\/cm}m‘:ja ran Mills.
1775-Andrie s Wemp is grandson ofsanWemp.and a 75n/-
178 0-iem p Barn ‘?a"u{ from />urm'n7 57 JirdohnJohnson.
1780~ Andries Lo m/-a and family Flee %o Canada. ;%'openff JosT.
Gurrs2-JellisFonda obTains Wemp lands and bw‘/a’m7.5 )
Ca1783-AndriesWemp seeks return of his /properf7.-Den/éd,
1194-Jellis Fonda moves barn from flood plain(?
/830~ Greater L‘/emp Barn used o store /m/ and Strau/forErietam
q89-Car/ 7-00(;727 bu75 L\/emp Barn from David Hewitl sz
1990-Richard Babcock Sons start dismant/ine barr. 3-2e
1990-Wemp Barn Timbers moved to Oniske thawCreek Sty
1990-Wemp Barm erection completec] 9-1. :
/Q?O-h/emp Barn Dedicated Dct 13- Duth Born Feservation 500:1;

Gr‘eaf“er b\/emp Barn Ouwned 67 Car/ Touheq
along with \fan Zandt House of /754,

Vi3 €10

1 )
HEve is « ook PIAnKS/«';M'ﬁG w'b"m‘} Yesly” Plank

Roof

[I-2-65

. Jhe Cacved Initials
'n’xere_‘l;s N STronc‘ Poss(bf[f(‘

thatThese imnitials are of Co.Ptn
Jellis Fonda who served inthe
Revolution. When Rndries Wemp,
qrandson.of Jan Wem p who built
The barn ,Aad his land andbuild-
ings com:is cated duwfn57%e Wa v
becouse he was an adherentof
.'tl«e k'mj"ancﬂhus aTo Yy the [and
and bai(d'm35 weve acquired by
CaptainFonda. Thisis con jecture.
Wemp and hrs 'F‘Omfltﬁ{/ed b Canoda.
After The Revolution Rndries teied

to regain his Prope“’tﬂ This reques’f

was denied.

2R RRTR T



1T.aBELS

PN Gttt
The Roof Kafters
W

| ..'—- C s BRI _J__t] ~
e Rn V‘OO‘F ratlers whicn SuPPorL ne reoT

: on eilher shde ‘ N )
of This barnAare, tapereq and resT on The Pu«‘lm

-

e Sway Braces
TG 'P('Q venT The barn %:r“om

twlsTm% w%en bqug:atTe_dlL {)c\ a.

piales which rest ontop of The anchov beam hea\/\,; wind, sets of Swoy

posts, The rafters are hewn so That The
longer part of Them,above Wethwes(n(‘mﬁ
ngOr, hasthe same bulk as The shorter
but wider Po.r't spanning The animeal aisles.
Theu are each 321Ceet4l/z_inch<25 (On5 and

\
balance at The puur"m Pla.fe. In This bavn

The Topend of The rafter has a cross section
of “’3/‘4“*5'/7," while The lowerendis 3"x1".
Theve is no roof ridqe pole,the rafters are
Jbivxeckoi‘ﬂqe‘to p wilh atonque and sigl]) oint.
Rl the supporl of The roof is concenlirated
onthe two puxl'm P[c{tes'—ﬂ“*—‘ as with modern
- Sky Scrapers, the odler walls a,r'c,“CurTa\'Y\S”and\

downot in any way swpport the rodf.

—Dj\?, Manq\er

. Thxs isfashior)col\af'f‘er
an eav—hj't'u]pa of manger
For Faed‘mﬁ live stock.
Haywas pulted downfirom
aloft tothe top of The slats
where it was Y‘e,c;di/t,‘
available to The horses,
Mules, Cows andoxen .

RT one time all Three [BQL}S

L’\ad\ manjars. .
v.3.6.4-19p

braces ware movlised (nto
The sides of The anchov beam
posts and The under Suwfc;.ch
of The purlin plates. Early
barns had Tour ‘Dnc’ braces
Ex‘tamd’ma §eom near The
anchor beowm on  one Fost‘ to
Thepurlin ?\cdie. neav Lhe ad jace:
one, Lalev bavns had shorter

Dhes,‘two_ ‘For eac% 60.1 o
¢ilher side of the thresHmS

Clnnr, V33 Y25790

V3. 42060,

The Granary

This room was used for STor'mﬂ
threshed Sr‘cnin. Tt should be
rodehfproo‘f. Amj 5nawedholes

were Promftlbl covered withh
sheet metol. This Threshed

3(‘0.(»'1 Was more valuableThan
qolc( toThe PIOn,Qer yeoman

since i wastThe one Prpduct

| of the farm which cowld be

re,o.di(«T converted To mo ney

or wsed for Eartemnﬁ.

EEEVAT N BT 4




InreshinaQrain Witwfinimod floots

LABELS oD
Sam \/&“Orc{en't¢ll5 me ‘h’l&t ‘D\t \/V_V'T_ical POle AN ANt m'2“67
Flaca&'\n'hﬂe center of The tlﬂv-z,s%'mﬁvfloor had a M

Thisis a Che vkt e
hovrizontal Ccm?o»ﬂen’t 1o which &L\O"‘Sewasfa%emc{, sy moditie d wil

al hi
Sheaves O{wL\QO:t or o'ﬁ'\efqra.(v\ were P”Qit‘Oa a cradle which catches stalks

depth of Ginches with The heads outivard soastobe: of wheat or Sther qrain so Uno,%

lie, $lot afterv Cuftinc\,—ﬂn{s

undev The horses hoofs. Oxen were not used because ,
- permitsthe reaperto assemble

of Thetr Smallerhoofs. R ﬂOun%Ser had thechore

h e arain
of (Q&A(.hﬁm horse round_and.round The Po(e . sheaves of The qrain tohich are

Before The horse was harnessed it was caused - piled in l00se sTacks inthefield
0 urinate &1 Pou.\r‘.\'v')? a pail of water on The ground These arethen carried b“\ wage
beneath it. 1o prevent droppings firom Fo!lu:th«mi : ToThe bavntor furTher d‘""ﬁhcg
TheThveshed 3r'a'm,a-b&j wa.s Sws pended Gnd wresmﬂg.We sheave s arc
between The hind {635 of The animal. dhovels used sTored on salecAs [a(c}\IODSQ{(/\
For gethering The The threshed gravn after | above the anchov beams.

VREST-RS LT

Winv\owlnc) uere.'f:reﬁmcn‘t'lu) made of wood.
SO+ VIS §.2.1-%0.

Factors establishinglhe ec.rloldc(fgaf The Bavwn S'\d'\ng
The Qreate Wem b Barn . The PlCUﬂL’(S which covevred The

® ORIGINALRooF was e LLANE RooF
-

WAGONDooR 5 51,Jinq oW \/\faoDEASHNQE;
*MassivE anchor beamss.

Sides and end of The Duleh Barn
Were cul v The ?.aritj pe v od (befove
1150) wilh e pilsaw or an wp and down

®
B(’aczs O‘F(:mob\or beams Ofs'lm”aru)'xduq‘ Saw -‘ﬂ/\ b )5 o (\-.9 . [ sid i W
i aw. 1S Davn tgirmaof si lmﬁ as

¢ OY’; ;V“ll '{:IOOI"‘B OLS U'€ . v
3 oar split Trees. cut wilth a Pl't saw. One Sawyer would,
be. above,the sTher below. Suchh boards

Were 12."‘1“014”1)\)10[@ and one tnchThick

® Df'llz{no.[ Sid;“% culb wilh P‘—t Sawle
* Rnchor beamstinished with odze,
o Long Suda.\.xbr‘osces ]

Rose heaol,wroujm? iron nails Tastened

° AV)i mal do ikt ¢ \ ‘
ors filted wﬁl’“b“*t"h)\‘“‘jes. The Japped boacds, bl were driven

CommenT:~ Itis likely This barn was

beilt between 1711 and 1715, ‘J“"bdem,) 5. ow'lxj ’Umrou;ln The u{aperboaro(,‘[y,'s

?eftle'& There i 120 when vwvolved, . PeY‘m'ntteJiWQ underboard o exp and
n bu\ldijORT HONTER . He Prabaélci
SeCUIc:L mTUnuTtime Onmﬂb IQ.V)OL

© he eventuall bQu.Sh“t Hrom The Mohawk RBarns Weve notpain'te&o
Indians (n1136.

without SPlf‘tT\'mc&.Tz«a boards on Dultdy

WS Q.i-Qe




The Threshing Floor LaseLs

The tnitial Floor of car uNw Wovrld Dut ch
Baens were made from spl ‘C Trees Qemera[[%
of white or pitch pine.

Lith This Greater Wemp qu e origina
T[Oorxv\c\ Is representedy ’C\ﬂs portion of a
Floor plank which was sp it from o very
large pine tree, The under surface was
left v a r'Ouj‘q STcﬁe,—\\qu\{ck er portion
tes thawm\ so asto restonthe Tloor
'?m,m'mcj which was Suppor‘ted\ b% piers f
flat lime stone twotoThree feot abo(e,c\rounci
teve!. The uppersurface was odzed soas
to be level with adjoini ing plan ks, The present
Floor was probebly made of planks cut wim,
a pifsaw or Cln“u,}:) and. downusaw. Pine was
favoved sinee i T provided o better. purchose

for anima | hoofs Than oak which chormg”S\oLp pery.

Ace or THETREE UsedTo MAKE

The CarvedDate of 1794.
Dnhe undevsurface of
The Swaq brace above,the
Number (794 15 cavved WiTh

The same. elegance asthe

JE Ttis posTulated That
This wasThe Time when This
barn was moved Fromthe
Llood prone Fla'tsJSo'ﬂ\e
barn cowld be above The
5Pr~{n3 flood waters.

YRR A

~TebncesReanster TR
A core from This anchor beam placed pnthe necks of a pate
was obtained-using o Swedish F oxerSor wse tn \naul?\nq
lnerement Borer. This core 1's he ey y loads or 'do'm\cj other
mounted here. the wWidth and choves such as STLAMP puJ”nj

humbey o‘f que,tree, r‘;V\qS were

measured. and counted..

sTone hawlin c, or the havvest-

Inq of‘ {karqat\feés. |

Thetree was 118 years o d. TE s coarved of white e

1t qrew r'cxpidftﬁ:or iTs fivst Ton

L‘eurs and g rew Proqresswelc\
stower
)\r‘om Tien on until cul down.

inThe e,av)% years of The lcoy,

amdapparent /<1 saw Vvea\\/\‘ usea

lo-8.t0. Vis.
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Thisis one quarter ofan

ancient Duteh wacon door:
H”wa\ DutchBarns L\a,ot Such hi " .
il e tnqes onThe Some Times Sucha. doovhas
4 pavls al stherTimesThree
Leoden {’Ifnqej Were made

of Lﬁckomj otf’Oak.hﬂoeﬂ

QOTMG«‘ doors and. Some O{ The Smaller doors
WiTh v The barn. |he most common wse of
Such (/\‘anes was on The Dutth Doors of The

howses From The ECLrH (e00a 1 The M5ow,n s'wcms on hard Weood

foct these Were so beautiful 1‘1 made That The

1 dowels counter sunk in
often lcoked. like The -U\e were Cast ina S(ncil The verTical door Trame
mold! Pctuaifu] -Dhu\ r‘apr‘e. sent The L’“f)l" PosT:S._“«ese doors weve
queal ‘t\T skill of o Master BlacksmiTh . Most in The aable ends,

‘Such (Aimclas Were Termmated wih an arrow

or an oval disc. Some are more decorative

The pintel end close To The spread disc offen
have %_orh.OnTcJ lines chiseled. in The 'lr‘onl.

VuJS. 9+ 25-90,

Martin Holes

B e e NS -
The voden EQVQSTrO“ These Somewhat decovallve

“The lack of o pro zct\nﬁ roof
‘ thesSlfafl’eS ﬂ‘\a,t rain awnd Snouw
melt ave diverted from The sides Parns serve several purposes.

Tothe end of The bavn. This First o'FaH-U'\El} provide access
Protec'ts'ﬂqe sides and sills of The to The jntevipor of The barnto r

barn from excessive moisture.
. Eave.sfr'o.A Hs‘Fashmnac& of wood , Mar')fms Su.)o.“owsanci oTher bivds

were ms’td(edon «llof The earla] Lé)nw[,,{.‘e‘,_& OY\TL,Q many thsects
barns: When These deteviorated

thaﬁ often weve not replo.c.a.ci.
ConSequen‘tlL‘ moisture drib blinc’ é\m‘ Of‘ﬂrain.hﬂxeq also Pr‘ov\de

down the barns sides ledtoThe Ventilatron. Below is a varieby.

daca»\ of the sills and olher <:> <> é é
dcwvm.cjao A

holes inThe qable ends of Duteh

carvried ivito The bavn on loads of




-— i
im pey tr\n"r.& n Q

-~

A Durcih MasTer Sulider Suen &S
. ) : )
Jan \/\JQMP)U\S ech a Sim ple Melhod.
. det . PO
'F!DY‘ mark 1mc3 waxb'«:f'S. S/mcavmo("(
FY‘amImguﬁ.s done white The Dieces
- ! /
ere S'CU( on Lhe qr‘c und, &5 eocth
E ey
Jo:nu nas max\ﬂdum ; tad ine

Two componen tTe Cere markecuih

Koman numerals with O\Cf’?(se_)._ﬂuﬁje

. ! ’ ! »~ o
on cne side Mudnumerits cul wilh a

-

P, o —-— [N
Wide cmse(, these on The cpposite

‘o . il SR
side ha narrow one "L“qu Lhe Same
. . v by
humoer. All prmmpquomrﬁ ‘n The
, , . -
(,Uemlo Rarn were marked Ln Chis

R
b - )
Manner. Anc. Wevre nsedh swecess muful

vys. 9:13- %0

oy
in its re assemo:u)o

v v

LaBeLs
AP S I

e _W‘V“ESV\MQI' oor.
/\ nq&\or use of t%eﬂu‘qu<an

aisle ynder The anchor beams

-L 1
was The \/%rask‘mg of wheat and
+ .
olher grains., At first Threshina
o J
As the

Wa s done w?h’\_ ';C/Q\'JS

havvest Tncreased it wias done
["j The hoofs of live stock Tl«eu
walked roundand round a cemm(
Veriical pole whose wpperend was

+ - - H -
inserited in The bracke.&?astenezi_

-~
| o

t'o ﬂ’\e oevxtr‘a( anchOV'beaw\ alJ

/e

lowev end rode in Qa For‘oed lroncup.

Mserted fn afloor Pl(:my(,

V3. Qeisbs

Photo by V.J.Schacfer.

Prepaval\‘ov\ {Oh{oknia__t—'o" of Wew p Barn
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Carl Touhey's Onesquethaw Creek Estate _ ‘
Feura Bush, New York g_a 7/

- . : The Greater Wemp Barn Dedication

Saturday, October 13, 1990
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Program

Join Us For An Authentic Colonial Feast .
and Barn Dance

Saturday, October 13, 1990
1:00 P.M. t0 5:00 P.M.
at
Carl Touhey's Onesquethaw Creek Estate
Feura Bush, New York

Tnvitation ts
\/\IQ\MP BQ\"V\

NCRTH

T tinav
FEURA BUSH )

OWINS

@PC%/’N

e RN Dedication
@3\ \ : a VINCENT J SCHAEFER

Ve N X 187 SCHERNERHORN ROAD ’
. \\ ~ RD 3 DctTober (3,990
BARN [y SCHENECTADY, NY 12306

__The Annual Meeting of The Dutch Barn Preservation Society will be held at noon.
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The Enterprise — Terez M. Limer

Hip, Hip, Huzzah! Everett Rau, a member of the Dutch Barn Preservation Society and one of the
organizers of the celebration, leads the crowd in a cheer as the Wemp Barn historic marker is unveiled.
Rau believes the spirits of the original inhabitants of the barn and the stone house nearby linger on.
He asked all present to think about those early inhabitants as he released the balloons.

275 years old and N
stiil standing strong

This article is reprinted, with
corrections, from last week’s
edition of The Enterprise,
where, due to a layout error, it
was unintelligible. — Ed.

By Terez M. Limer

FEURA BUSH — The rain
fell in torrents. It pulled fall
leaves to the ground and turned
driveways and fields to mud,
but on Onesquethaw Creek
Road, members of the Dutch
Barn Society from New York,
Pennsvlvania and New Jersey
stayed warm and dry. Seated
on bales of hay, they held their
annual meeting Saturday be-
neath the monumental struc-
ture of a newly reconstructed
Dutch barn.

Built in 1715 by master
builder Jan Wemp, and moved
from the Fort Hunter area in
April, the Wemp barn of Ones-
quethaw is considered one of the
two finest Dutch barns in our
area. It is approximately 50 feet
square and 35 feet high at the
peak. A core sample taken from
one of the anchor beams shows
that the tree it was cut from was

118 years old and was cut down
in the early 1700’s.

The Preservation Society’s
meeting began a day of celebra-
tion to mark the dedication of
the -barn. Along with regular
business, members heard the
story of the barn from the man
most closely associated with it.

“I first saw this barn 60 years
ago,” said Vincent Schaefer,
“from time to time I would go
and visit it.” Schaefer who has
had a love affair with Dutch
barns for many vears has stud-
ied and photographed most of
the Dutch barns left in our re-
gion. He first heard about the
Wemp barn from a farmer
friend. “In the beginning, it
was a working barn, but after a
while it was no longer used,” he
told the society.

In 1985, Schaefer, on one of

his visits, was dismayed to find
holes in the roof of the barn. It
was beginning to deteriorate.
“It looked to me as though its
days were numbered,” he said.
When it was put up for sale in
1989, he determined to save it.

)

Early attempts met with dis-
appointment. The State Divi-
sion of Historic Preservation
simply wasn’t interested. The
Department of Environmental
Conservation was interested,
but had no funds for such a pro-
Ject.

Schaefer learned that the
barn was being advertised in
the New York Times for $50,000
or to the highest bidder.

He said the price was reduced
to $25,000. Hearing a rumor that
a group in California was in-
terested in purchasing the barn
and moving it out west, he made
one last attempt. “I had been
sent the original Indian deed
for the land on which the barn
stood,” said Schaefer. “It was
signed by eight Indians. I was
surer than ever that the barn
should remain here. I went to
Carl Touhey, an old friend, and
told him he had to buy it. He
called me two days before
Christmas to say he had signed
the papers. It was the best
Christmas present I could pos-
sibly have received. I think
we're extremely fortunate to
have a person like him inter-
ested in the things we’re inter-
ested in.”



“Peopie come Lo me with ail
sorts of ideas for investments,’
Touhey, a prominent Albany
businessman, said later. “I
knew Vincent Schaefer. As a
courtesy, | went along to see the
barn. The more I listened to
him and saw how involved he
was, the more my interest
grew.” Touhey hired master
builder Richard Babcock and
his sons for the massive project
of taking the Wemp barn apart,
moving it and reconstructing it
at his Onesquethaw Creek Es-
tates.

The main frame was re-

assembled following markings
made 275 years ago. At thart
time, builders marked all the
principle joints while they were
still on the ground. Using a
system of Roman numerals,
one side was marked with a
wide chisei, while the opposite
side was marked with the same
Aumeral using a narrow
chisel.
" The project lasted from April
unti]l October. Workmen were
busy right up until the day be-
fore the dedication. “You watch
the timbers go up one by one and
you get caught up in it,” said
Touhey. “It grows on you, that’s
it. It grows on you.” Touhey’s
estate originally had a Dutch
barn, but like so many of its
kind, it was destroyed by fire.
The Wemp barn stands on the
site of the original barn.

Sheila Audet, primary care-
taker of Oriskatash, the historic

stone nouse, on Ine estate aiso
watched the barn go up. She be-
came so interested, that she
started researching Dutch
barns and provided historic de-
tails to the workers as the re-
construction progressed.
“Because of my participation in
the restoring, Touhey named
me chairman of the dedica-
tion,” she said. “Carl wanted to
do something for the preserva-
tion society and give some
recognition to the builders and
the people who were involved.”

Audet put together a “grand
event” patterned after a Dutch
barn dedication she had at-
tended at Fort Klock (Mont-
gomery Co.) in July. People
toured the barn and exhibits
provided by the New Scotland
Historical Association, The
Dutch Barn Preservation Soci-
ety, The Onesquethaw Preser-
vation and Historical Associa-
tion and watched craft demon-
strations by the Hilltown
Artisans Guild.

There was a traditional feast
of roast turkey and venison
stew and rounded out with
homemade ale or hard cider.
The Fourth Albany Militia
staged a skirmish in the field
in front of the barn and a new

historic marker was unvelied.
Nature, quixotic as always,
parted the curtains of rain long
enough to allow for the outdoor
part of the program. Then the
rain fell again harder than
ever, “It’s a good test,” said
Rick Dryden of the Ones-
quethaw Historic Association.
The only wet spots in the barn
were brought in by wet shoes
and dripping umbrellas. Obvi-
ously, the builders had done
their job well.

“They did an outstanding
job,” said Schaefer. It looks like
it did originally.” We're ex-
tremely lucky to have a place to
bring our youngsters to have
them see some of the connec-
tions with pioneer days.”

The Wemp barn of Ones-
quethaw will be available to the
public in the future. “We’ll be
putting a sign up by the historic
marker, once we've decided on
visiting hours,” said Touhey.

In the meantime, if you want
to see a barn 275 years old and
standing strong drive down
Onesquethaw Creek Road in
Feura Bush. If you stop at the
stone house next door and
someone’s home, Touhey says
you're welcome to ask for a
visit.
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